
The Surgeon General’s 
Workshop on 

INCREASlhlG ORGAN 
DONATION 

BACKGROUND PAPERS 

Washlngton, DC. 
July 8-lo.1991 

US. DEPARTMENT OF 
HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES 
PubNc Health Setvice 



ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

The Surgeon Geqeral’s Workshop on Organ Donation was supported by the Division 
of Organ Transplantation, Bureau of Health Resources Development, Health Resources 
and Services Administration. 

Veretta W. Blake was a much valued consultant to the Divi- 
sion of Organ Transplantation, bringing courage and 
inspiration to the many lives she touched. Her contribution 
to the planning and conduct of this workshop was invalu- 
able. Ms. Blake died on January 5, 1992. She will remain 
an inspiration.to her colleagues and friends and she will be 
dearly missed: 

All material in this volume is in the public domain and may be used or reproduced 
without permission from the Office of the Surgeon General, the Division of Organ 
Transplantation, or the authors. Citation of the source is appreciated, 

The opinions expressed herein are the views of the authors and participants and do 
not necessarily reflect the official position of the Office of the Surgeon General, the 
U.S. Public Health. Service, the Health Resources and Services Administration, or any 
other agency of the U. S. Government. 

ii 



FOREWORD 

The July 1991 Surgeon General’s Workshop on Increasing Organ Donation was a 
response to the critical need for a comprenehsive effort to save the lives of thousands 
of Americans waiting for donor organs to become available. While. many concerned 
individuals and organizations have implemented numerous efforts to increase 
donation, the need for donor organs continues to exceed their availability. Seven 
expert panels of workshop participants focused their collective energies and 
knowledge to propose recommendations and strategies for resolving this perplexing 
dilemma. 

The background papers in this volume, written by some of the leadng experts in the 
field of transplantation, were prepared specifically for the workshop. .Collectively the 
authors have presented statelof-the-art information on numerous topics that affect 
donation. Recommendations and proceedings of the workshop are presented in a 
companion document. 

It is my sincere hope that the efforts of these authors, the workshop participants, and 
the activities of all those in the transplantation field who are fighting for this important 
cause will soon begin to show the positive results that are so vitally needed. 

Antonia C. Novello, M.D., M.P.H. 
Surgeon General 
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